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Explication de I’ Arithmetique binaire, qui se sert des seuls caracteres o et 1, avec des
remarques sur son utilite, et sur ce qu’ elle donne le sens des anciennes figures
chinoises de Fohy’ , Memoires de VAcademie des Sciences, 1907 (Oeuvres
mathematiques de Leibnitz, ed. Gerhardt, t.vn, PP226-227. See also De Dyadicis: ibid.,
t. vii, pp223-234. This text ends as follows: Ita mirum accidit, ut res ante ter et amplius
(millia?) annos nota in extremo nostri continentis oriente, nunc in extremo ejus
occidente, sed melioribus ut spero auspiis resuscitaretur. Nam non apparet, ante usum
hujus characterismi ad augendam numerorum scientiam innotuisse. Sinenises vero ipsi
ne Arithmeticam quidem rationem intelligentes nescio quos mysticos signijicatus in
characteribus mere numeralibus sibi fingebant.
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‘We are living in the civilization of Greece and Rome. For us there is no other. The
civilization of Greece and Rome is, for us, Civilization with a capital letter.’
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